IRAQ,,     1923   >AND     1924

there were not so many beggars about, the trains ran more
punctually, luggage arrived intact and there was a general air of
alertness in the people I saw about; In its initial stage, Mussolini's
regime was certainly having a good effect, to all outward appear-
ances. Even Naples had begun to wake up, and the Italian liner
Esperia, which took us to Alexandria, gave us a most comfortable
passage with excellent food and accommodation.

In Cairo we stayed at the Heliopolis Palace Hotel which had
re-opened after serving as Headquarters of the R.F.CL Middle
East during the war. We met many friends and were well looked
after by the A.O.G., Sir Oliver Swann, and his wife.

The story is told of a high Egyptian official who asked an
Englishman how long he was staying in Cairo. On hearing that it
was only to be a fortnight, he said: "Then you will see everything,
for it is those who stay for two years who postpone their expedi-
tions till it is too late, and in consequence they see little." If I were
asked what is the best place to visit during a one-day stay in Cairo,
I would choose the Museum, for there one can see the relics of
ancient Egypt, and thus trace its history from the earliest days.
Moreover, one can do it under the most comfortable conditions.

Our fortnight together passed all too quickly and, at the end
of February, I said good-bye to my wife and flew off in <cjan" to
Amman. Instead of finding myself at a dull air station on the
edge of the desert as anticipated, I had a pleasant surprise. Nor-
man MacEwen, the C.O., had arranged a dance, and many of the
young and beautiful had been imported from Jerusalem, across
the River Jordan, for the occasion. It was a gay evening, and we
danced till the small hours. Next morning I left for Baghdad with
my faithful escort of Geoffrey Cock and Vincent, both in their
D.H.gAs. It was an uneventful trip of six hours and my passenger
for the occasion was Squad.-Leader Richard Peck (in 1943 Air
Marshal Sir Richard Peck).

No serious incidents had occurred during my absence, but I
found that Sheikh Mahmoud, still our principal star, had nearly
been killed by a bomb dropped on his headquarters. His escape
still left us with our training assistant, but his place was soon to be
taken by a new competitor from Central Arabia.              *

Among the tribes which came under the influence of Ibn Saud
were the Akhwan, In a short time they built up an unsavoury
reputation by their ruthless raids on neighbouring peaceful tribes.
These hard, tough desert fighters could travel up to 100 miles
on their camels, usually during the hours of darkness. They^would
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